
CITY OF LANSING 
Council Chambers 
800 1st Terrace 

Lansing, KS 66043 

COUNCIL AGENDA 
Regular Meeting 

       Thursday, December 15, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

WELCOME TO YOUR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Regular meetings are held on the first and third Thursday of each month at 7 pm and are televised on Cable Television Channel 2 on Monday 7 pm, Tuesday 10 am & 7 pm, 
Friday 5 pm, Saturday 1 pm and Sunday 7 pm.   

Any person wishing to address the City Council, simply proceed to the microphone in front of the dais after the agenda item has been introduced and wait to be recognized by the 
Mayor. When called upon, please begin by stating your name and address. A time designated “Audience Participation” is listed on the agenda for any matter that does not appear 
on this agenda. The Mayor will call for audience participation. Please be aware that the city council and staff may not have had advance notice of your topic and that the city 
council may not be able to provide a decision at the meeting. If you require any special assistance, please notify the City Clerk prior to the meeting. 

 

Call To Order       
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Approval of Minutes 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Audience Participation 
Presentations 
Council Consideration of Agenda Items: 

2. Resolution for Kansas PRIDE Program 
3. Renewal of Special Use Permit (401 Fairlane) 
4. Renewal of Special User Permit (336 Fawn Valley Ct) 
5. Councilmember Resignation – Kevin Gardner 

Reports: 
 Department Heads; City Attorney; City Engineer; City Administrator; Councilmembers 

Other Items of Interest 
6. Department Vehicle and Equipment Mileage Reports 
7. Thank you – Lansing Community Library 
8. Informational Timeline of Events for Sales Tax Mail Ballot Election 

Adjournment 
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City Administrator’s Report 

December 15, 2016 

Agenda Items: 

Included on the agenda are two special use permits. 

A resolution for the PRIDE program is on the agenda for December 15th. 

Councilman Gardner’s letter of resignation is included on the agenda and will need action to 

accept the resignation. 

I am still working to contact other cities regarding their current building permit fees.  I will try to 

have a formal list for you all by Thursday evening.  

Wastewater:  

The contractor reached substantial completion of the Seven Mile Creek project on November 

16th.  All three phases of pipe installation are complete and in service.  Streambank restoration 

and plantings along the project corridor continue in preparation of a walkthrough inspection of 

the entire project, which is tentatively scheduled for December 14th. 

The contractor began construction activities for the Nine Mile Creek project on November 7th, 

and is currently installing 54” pipe to the south of the wastewater treatment plant.  To date, 650’ 

of pipe has been placed. 

Public Works:  

City staff continues to work with the County to resolve criticisms of the McIntyre Road project.  

County staff recently proposed to the City that the first ½ mile of the road be improved based on 

current designs, with the remainder of the road set to be improved as further development or I-

435 connectivity occurs over the next several years.  Based on the County’s proposal, this would 

be outlined in a memorandum of understanding.  Since the County’s proposal would likely save 

the County millions of dollars, City staff pointed out that we have other upcoming projects where 

we’d like to see the savings spent, if both governing bodies were to agree to the proposal. 

Jeff Rupp and Jeff Focht measured the KDOT right of way that will need to be mowed this year 

now that LCF will no longer assist the City with mowing.  Jeff sent out notice to potential 

bidders and we expect to see figures for the additional mowing soon. 

Jeff Rupp, Matt Harding, and I all attended the DeSoto Road field check meeting with KDOT 

and PEC staff.  Items like land acquisition and utility coordination are slated to begin in the next 

few months.  Based on the current schedule, the project is slated to go to bid in December 2017, 
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with construction taking place in the spring of 2018.  We expect the project to take two 

construction cycles.   

I have included a tentative timeline of events for a sales tax election by mail ballot.  The process, 

from start to finish, takes approximately 120 days.  If we were able to adopt the ordinance calling 

for the election by the second meeting in January (January 19th), the election could take place in 

May or June.  If the mail ballot election were to pass midway through next year, we could have 

up to six months of a cash balance for the DeSoto Road construction.  If we put this on the ballot 

for the fall of 2017 and the sales tax question passes, the updated rate would be in place by the 

time construction starts, but there would be a minimal balance.  City staff expects the cost of a 

mail ballot election to be approximately $16,000, whereas costs would be minimal for a fall 

election.  Finally, if the sales tax question loses by a slim margin in the spring/summer, we could 

put it back on the ballot by the fall. 

To recap, we have discussed raising the sales tax rate from 8.5% to 8.95%.  This would generate 

an additional $355,000/year.  We have discussed using ½ for infrastructure improvements, 

mainly DeSoto Road, and ½ for parks and recreation improvements.  Based on our current 

valuation, $355,000 is the equivalent of 4.462 mills. 

Community & Economic Development: 

For the month of November, 23 building permits were issued for a total construction valuation of 

$689,642. 

November code enforcement actions include: 

 Nuisance:  22 actions 

 Weeds:  10 actions 

 Other (stormwater, abatements, etc):  19 actions 

Santa Claus will be at the museum Saturday, December 10 from 2:00-3:30pm.  Storytime will be 

at 2:30pm.  Crafts, cookies, toys, and Santa photos will be available. 

Park Improvements: 

I continue to be in contact with the State regarding Lost 80 Park.  They have yet to give us a 

timeline, but they think we will have possession of the park until at least March.  The State has 

told me that we can continue using the park until further notice. 

Parks & Recreation Director Jason Crum is still reviewing playground equipment and will be 

talking with PRAB about ideas for upgrades.  Please let me know if you have any suggestions or 

ideas for improvements to our parks. 
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Sales Tax Updates: 

 

 2015 YTD 2016 YTD Increase 

Local Sales & Use Tax $829,121 $862,606 $33,485 (4.04%) 

County Sales Tax $743,758 $763,285 $19,527 (2.63%) 

County Use Tax $135,154 $139,565 $4,411 (3.26%) 

Guest Tax  $146,612 $143,895 -$2,717 (-1.85%) 

 

Meetings & Announcements:  

The unemployment rate for Leavenworth County is 4.2%, whereas the unemployment rate for 

the State of Kansas is 4.4%. 

 Thursday, December 15 City Council Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall 

 Friday, December 23  Christmas Eve Holiday Observed, City closes at noon 

 Monday, December 26 Christmas Day Holiday Observed, City offices closed 

 Monday, January 2  New Year’s Day Holiday Observed, City offices closed 

 Thursday, January 5  City Council Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall 

 Thursday, January 9  City Council Special Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall 

 Thursday, January 12  PRAB Meeting, 6:00pm, Lansing Activity Center 

 Thursday, January 12  Joint City-County Meeting, McIntyre Road discussion, 

7:00pm, City Hall council chambers 

 Friday, January 13  LCDC Annual Meeting, Riverfront Community Center, 

Leavenworth, 11:30am 

 Monday, January 16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day, City offices closed 

 Thursday, January 19  City Council Meeting, 7:00pm, City Hall 

 Friday, January 20  Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, Riverfront 

Community Center, evening 

 Thursday, January 26  City Council Work Session, 7:00pm, City Hall 

o Joint meeting with Planning Commission, Comp Plan Revisions 

 Friday, February 3  Lansing Business Appreciation Luncheon, 11:30am-

1:00pm, Lansing Community Center (formerly Salads & Solutions) 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Tim Vandall 
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